
Only companies which make high quality, high performance
windows from sustainable wood can join the Wood Window
Alliance, meeting:

The main British Standard for wood windows (BS 644), 
or equivalent standards from other countries

The performance standards for wind and weather
resistance of BS 6375 Part 1 

The minimum performance standards for operational
aspects of BS 6375 Part 2, or equivalent standards from
other countries

High energy-efficiency standards, meeting or exceeding
the UK Building Regulations' recommendations

High service life standards, offering warranties for
durability (typically 30 years), paint life (typically 8 years),
ironmongery and insulated glass units (typically 10 years)

Sustainability standards, using timber sourced legally from
sustainably managed forests and with chain of custody
certification through the factory.

And we don’t just take their word for it. Members must be
accredited by an independent UK or European body to
prove their compliance.

The WWoooodd WWiinnddooww Alliance

Royal London House, 22-25 Finsbury Square, London, EC2A 1DX
Tel: 0844 209 2610 Email: barnaby@woodwindowalliance.com

Wood Windows CO2t Less

New research shows Wood Window Alliance windows
really do last longer, offer better long-term value and
reduce a building’s carbon footprint.

Period wood windows –
Repair, Replicate, Replace     

In a recent survey of 360 local authorities on the state of
conservation areas, English Heritage found that the biggest
single threat was seen as ‘unsympathetic replacement doors
and windows’.

We support English Heritage’s approach, which emphasizes the
importance of repair and authenticity, and our members can
provide a range of solutions:

Repair. This is the most authentic solution and can also
deliver surprising improvements in energy-efficiency 

Replicate. For listed buildings, new windows can be made
to replicate the originals, even down to hand drawn or
crown glass

Replace. For conservation areas and other period properties,
members offer a variety of traditional window styles 
which combine authentic period details with contemporary 
energy-efficiency standards.

Why you can be sure of our
wood windows

60+ years’ Service Life; Lower Whole Life Cost; 
Carbon negative… 

Find a member at  
www.woodwindowalliance.com

60+ years’ Service Life

Lower Whole Life Cost

Carbon negative
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New research by Imperial College London shows that windows
manufactured to Wood Window Alliance standards have a
service life of at least 60 years, even under a low maintenance
regime, with a service life of 80 years or beyond in more
sheltered conditions.

The findings are based on Imperial College London’s Life Cycle
Assessment work, using ISO 15686-8:2008 methodology, and 
a range of maintenance and exposure factors.1

‘This research implies there is no reason why today’s 
Wood Window Alliance windows shouldn’t last as long 
as Edwardian and Victorian wood windows – a lifetime 
or beyond’. 

Dr Richard Murphy, Imperial College London

See a summary of the report at www.woodwindowalliance.com 

INSIDE SPREAD

60+ years’ Service Life    

With an expected service life which exceeds today’s buildings
service life expectancy, a Wood Window Alliance window is
better long-term value as it won’t need to be replaced for over 
60 years. Research by Imperial College London shows that, over
a 60 or 80 year service life, a typical Wood Window Alliance
window has a lower Whole Life Cost than a comparable PVC-U
window, even taking maintenance into account.1

See a summary of the report at www.woodwindowalliance.com

Lower Whole Life Cost     

Carbon negative     

According to the Stern Report, buildings are responsible for 
52% of the UK’s CO2 emissions, with each home producing 
6 tonnes a year. One way our windows can help reduce these
emissions is through their energy-efficiency. But we can reduce
CO2 emissions still further through the unique carbon negative
qualities of wood sourced from sustainably managed forests. 
We commissioned Davis Langdon to undertake research to
compare the embodied carbon dioxide emissions of our
windows with equivalent PVC-U units.2

They discovered the overall life cycle of the Wood Window
Alliance frames was carbon negative, saving 89kgs CO2e over
the life of the window, compared to PVC-U. That’s around 
three-quarters of a tonne CO2e per average house. If just half the 
PVC-U windows fitted in 2008 had been Wood Window Alliance
windows, we would have saved over 300,000 tonnes CO2e.3

See a summary of the report at www.woodwindowalliance.com 

1 Wood Window Alliance Window Estimated Service Life - ISO 15686-8:2008, Life Cycle Assessment research, 
Dr R Murphy, Imperial College London

2 Comparison of Environmental Impact (CO2e) of Timber and PVC-U Windows, Davis Langdon, 2010
3 Palmer Market Research
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Source: Estimated Service Life - ISO 15686-8:2008, Imperial College London
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(cradle to grave) period
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any replacement.
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Source: Imperial College, 2010 

*Service Life - BRE Green Guide   **Service Life - ISO 15686-8:2008, Imperial College London

*Part sheltered
NPV cost discounted at 3.5% real
Base Service Life source: BRE Green Guide – 35 years
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